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九年级英语 | 阅读理解专项训练
【自然灾害】主题3篇

一：Earthquake: The Unpredictable Disaster

Earthquakes are natural disasters that can strike at any time and without warning. They occur when the tectonic plates (地壳板块) in the Earth's crust (地壳) move suddenly. This movement causes the release of energy in the form of seismic waves (地震波). Here are some key points about earthquakes.

The Causes of Earthquakes

Earthquakes are mainly caused by the movement of tectonic plates. These plates float on a layer of molten rock (熔岩层) beneath the Earth's surface. When the plates rub against each other or move apart, they create stress. When this stress exceeds the strength of the rock, it causes the rock to break, releasing energy in the form of seismic waves.

The Effects of Earthquakes

Earthquakes can cause extensive damage. The seismic waves can shake buildings, causing them to collapse. They can also create cracks (裂缝) in the ground and trigger landslides (山体滑坡). Additionally, earthquakes can damage roads, bridges, and other infrastructure (基础设施).

Preparedness and Response

Being prepared for an earthquake can greatly reduce its impact. It's important to have an emergency plan and an emergency kit (应急包) that includes food, water, and first-aid supplies. During an earthquake, it's crucial to drop, cover, and hold on to protect yourself from falling objects. After the earthquake, it's important to check for injuries and follow the instructions of emergency services.

1、What is the main cause of earthquakes?

A. Melting of rocks beneath the Earth's surface.

B. Sudden movement of tectonic plates.

C. Natural wear and tear of buildings.

【答案】 B
【解析】细节理解题。根据The Causes of Earthquakes部分的描述，地震的主要原因是地壳板块突然移动。因此，选项B是正确答案。

2、Which of the following is NOT a direct effect of earthquakes?

A. Collapse of buildings.

B. Cracks in the ground.

C. Heavy rainfall.

【答案】 C
【解析】细节理解题。根据The Effects of Earthquakes部分的描述，地震的直接效应包括建筑物倒塌、地面裂缝和山体滑坡等，但并未提及强降雨。因此，选项C是正确答案。

3、What should you do during an earthquake to protect yourself?

A. Run outside immediately.

B. Drop, cover, and hold on.

C. Stand under a heavy piece of furniture.

【答案】 B
【解析】细节理解题。根据Preparedness and Response部分的描述，在地震期间，你应该采取“趴下、掩护、握紧”的动作来保护自己免受落物的伤害。因此，选项B是正确答案。

4、What should be included in an emergency kit for earthquakes?

A. A tent and camping equipment.

B. Food, water, and first-aid supplies.

C. A spare set of clothes and shoes.

【答案】 B
【解析】细节理解题。根据Preparedness and Response部分的描述，应急包应包括食物、水和急救用品。因此，选项B是正确答案。

5、What is the main idea of the passage?

A. The causes and effects of earthquakes.

B. How to survive an earthquake.

C. An introduction to earthquakes and preparedness.

【答案】 C
【解析】主旨大意题。这篇短文主要介绍了地震的成因、影响和应对措施，以及为地震做准备的建议。因此，选项C是正确答案。

二：Floods: The Watery Menace
Floods are natural disasters that can cause widespread devastation. They occur when excessive amounts of rain, melting snow, or ice jams (冰塞) cause water levels to rise above normal. Here are some key aspects of floods.

The Causes of Floods
Floods can be caused by several factors, including heavy rainfall, melting snow, and ice jams. Heavy rainfall can overload drainage systems, causing water to spill onto land. Melting snow can rapidly increase river levels, especially during spring. Ice jams occur when chunks of ice block the flow of a river, causing water to back up.

The Effects of Floods
Floods can have devastating effects. They can destroy homes, businesses, and crops. They can also contaminate water supplies, leading to health problems. Additionally, floods can disrupt transportation networks, including roads and railways.

Preparedness and Response
To mitigate the impact of floods, it's important to be prepared. This includes having an emergency plan and an emergency kit. It's also crucial to stay informed about weather forecasts and flood warnings. During a flood, it's important to seek higher ground or a shelter that is safe from rising waters. After a flood, it's important to avoid contaminated water and follow the instructions of emergency services.

1、What are the main causes of floods?

A. Heavy rainfall, melting snow, and ice jams.

B. Overflowing rivers and lakes.

C. Poor drainage systems.

【答案】 A
【解析】细节理解题。根据The Causes of Floods部分的描述，洪水的主要成因包括强降雨、融雪和冰塞。因此，选项A是正确答案。

2、What is the most devastating effect of floods mentioned in the passage?

A. Destruction of homes and businesses.

B. Contamination of water supplies.

C. Disruption of transportation networks.

【答案】 A
【解析】细节理解题。虽然洪水有多种破坏性影响，但文中提到洪水会破坏家园和企业，污染水源，并扰乱交通网络。然而，在列举的影响中，并未明确指出哪一个是“最”破坏性的。但考虑到水源污染可能直接影响人类健康，可以认为这是一个尤为严重的后果。然而，根据题目要求选择文中明确提及的影响，选项A（破坏家园和企业）作为直接影响人类居住和经济的因素，通常被视为洪水的主要破坏性影响之一。因此，在没有明确“最”字的前提下，选项A是更贴近题目要求的答案。

3、What should you do during a flood to ensure your safety?

A. Swim to higher ground.

B. Seek higher ground or a safe shelter.

C. Stay in your home and wait for help.

【答案】 B
【解析】细节理解题。根据Preparedness and Response部分的描述，在洪水期间，你应该寻找高地或安全的避难所来确保自己的安全。因此，选项B是正确答案。

4、What should be included in an emergency kit for floods?

A. Water purification tablets and food.

B. A boat and paddle.

C. A spare set of clothes and shoes.

【答案】 A
【解析】细节理解题。虽然文中没有具体列出应急包的内容，但根据常识和上下文推断，应急包应包含能够在紧急情况下提供基本生存需求的物品。考虑到洪水可能导致水源污染，因此包含净水片和食物是合理的。然而，由于题目未给出具体选项来直接对应这些物品，我们可以从给出的选项中选择最接近的。选项A虽然未直接提及净水片和食物，但“water purification tablets and food”是应急包中可能包含的重要物品，且与洪水情境相关。相比之下，选项B和C与洪水应急的直接需求关联不大。因此，在缺乏直接对应选项的情况下，可以认为选项A（尽管表述略有差异）是最接近正确答案的。但请注意，这是基于推断和常识的选择，并非文中直接给出的信息。

5、What is the main idea of the passage?

A. The causes and effects of floods.

B. How to survive a flood.

C. An introduction to floods and preparedness.

【答案】 C
【解析】主旨大意题。这篇短文主要介绍了洪水的成因、影响和应对措施，以及为洪水做准备的建议。因此，选项C是正确答案。

三：Tornadoes: Formation, Damage, and Safety Tips
Tornadoes are violent, rotating columns of air that can cause extensive damage. They form when warm, moist air rises rapidly and collides with cooler, drier air. This collision creates a vertical spin, which can intensify into a tornado. Tornadoes are most common in the central United States, known as "Tornado Alley."

The damage caused by tornadoes can be severe. Entire towns can be leveled, homes can be reduced to rubble, and lives can be lost. Tornadoes can also pick up and move debris, creating dangerous flying objects. In addition, tornadoes can cause power outages and disrupt communication networks.

To stay safe during a tornado, there are several steps you can take. If you are indoors, move to a basement or an interior room on the lowest floor, away from windows, doors, and external walls. If you are outdoors, seek shelter in a sturdy building or a vehicle. Avoid bridges and overpasses, as they can be dangerous during high winds.

1、What is the primary factor in the formation of tornadoes?

A. The collision of warm and cool air

B. High humidity

C. Strong winds

【答案】 A
【解析】细节理解题。根据文章第一段，龙卷风形成的主要因素是温暖潮湿的空气与冷空气的碰撞。故选A。

2、What is the most common area for tornadoes in the United States?

A. The coastal regions

B. The central United States

C. The mountainous regions

【答案】 B
【解析】细节理解题。根据文章第一段，龙卷风在美国最常见的地区是中部的“龙卷风走廊”。故选B。

3、What should you do if you are indoors during a tornado?

A. Stay near windows to observe the tornado

B. Move to a basement or interior room on the lowest floor

C. Go outside to seek shelter

【答案】 B
【解析】细节理解题。根据文章第三段，如果你在室内，应该移动到地下室或最低楼层的内部房间。故选B。

4、What danger can bridges and overpasses pose during tornadoes?

A. They can collapse under the weight of debris

B. They can be dangerous due to high winds

C. They can catch fire due to sparks

【答案】 B
【解析】细节理解题。根据文章第三段，桥梁和高架桥在大风中可能是危险的。故选B。

5、What is the main focus of the passage?

A. The history of tornadoes

B. The formation, damage, and safety tips of tornadoes

C. How to predict tornadoes

【答案】 B
【解析】主旨大意题。文章主要介绍了龙卷风的形成、损害和安全提示。故选B。
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