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①

Humans have been keeping animals as pets for tens of thousands of years, but have you ever imagined we would have robotic pets instead of real animals in the future? 

Jean-Loup Rault, PhD, an animal scientist at the University of Melbourne in Australia, believes robot companions (伴侣) are going to be our new pets.

There are a lot of benefits (好处) for a robotic pet. “You don’t have to feed it, you don’t have to walk it, it won’t make a mess in your house, and you can go on holidays without feeling bad,” Rault said.

It’s not clear whether or not robot pets would be completely instead of real ones. When a Japanese robot seal called Paro was introduced to to hospital patients, it helped improve their moods (心情) and build social relationship.

However, robotic pets may affect (影响) our attitudes (态度) towards living animals. “If we get used to a robotic companion that doesn’t need food, water or exercise, perhaps it will change how humans care about other living beings,” Rault said.

So are dogs and cats a thing of the past, as Rault says? Maybe for future pet owners who are so closely tied to technology.

（   ）1. Which of the following is NOT a benefit of a robotic pet?

A. You don’t need to take it out for a walk.

B. You don’t need to prepare food for it.

C. It can communicate with you very well.

D. It won’t make your house a mess. 

（   ）2. What does the underlined word “their” refer to in Paragraph 4?

A. The patients’.              B. The robot experts’.

C. The robot pets’.             D. The animal pets’.

（   ）3. Where can we find this passage?

A. In a newspaper.               B. In a science book.

C. In a novel (小说).             D. In an animal poster.
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【阅读理解】

②
Kate and John come from Los Angeles. Kate loves swimming, lying on the beach and drinking coffee. John likes surfing(). They are having a vacation by the sea now so they can do all these things they like. Both of them are very good students. Kate is good at math and English but she doesn’t like history. John does well in English and he is also interested in geography and history.

Mary and Greg live in London.Mary loves shopping very much. In her opinion, shopping is relaxing. The more girls shop, the more fun they have. Girls know where the sales are and how to find them, so it becomes a great way to spend some enjoyable time. Greg loves music. There is a piano in his living room and he plays it every day.

Jacob and Olivia love watching movies. Their favorite one is Pirates of the Caribbean. They also enjoy playing volleyball with their friends.

Etan and Sophia spend all their free time riding Etan’s motorbike(). They love to travel by motorbike and plan to go to Los Angeles by motorbike next month. Etan can also drive a car. Sophia enjoys playing volleyball and reading books.

（   ）1.What subject does kate NOT like? 

A. Math    B. English    C. Geography    D. History

（   ）2. ______ thinks it is enjoyable to go shopping.

A. Kate     B. Sophia     C. Mary      D. Olivia

（   ）3.In the passage, how many people like playing volleyball?

A. 2      B. 3      C. 4     D. 5

（   ）4.Which of the following is TRUE according to the passage?

A. Greg is good at playing the violin.        

B. Etan enjoys traveling by motorbike.

C. Kate likes swimming and drinking tea.    

D. Jacob thinks it is boring to watch movies.

（   ）5.The passage is mainly about ________.

A. hobbies     B. jobs      C. subjects      D. plans
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③

Do you want to save (节省) money when you take our train to travel? Here are some ways.
Day Returns 

This kind of ticket can save you 45% on the fare. You have to travel before 8:00 a.m. and after 6:00 p.m. from Monday to Friday, but you can travel at any time on Saturday or Sunday.
Big City Savers

You can 
save much money with these tickets. You have to buy them by 4:00 p.m. the day before you travel.

Monthly Returns

You can use these tickets for most journeys over 65 miles (英里). Go any day and return within (在…之内) a month. Monthly Returns can save you 25% on the fare.

Family Returns

You can get a card of Family Returns for $20. After you buy it, you need to pay only $3 for each of the other family members. You can travel as often as you like within two months.

（   ）1. How many kinds of tickets are mentioned (提及) in the passage?

A. Four.       B. Three.      C. Two.     D. Five.

（   ）2. Mr. Wu has a card of Family Returns. He and his family members are going to travel.How much will he pay for the tickets for his three family members?

A. $15      B. $12.        C. $9.        D. $29.

（   ）3. The passage may be taken from (取材于) _________

A. a dictionary   B. a notebook     C. a newspaper   D. a storybook
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【阅读理解】

④

Most people buy a lot of gifts just before Christmas. But some people think we buy too much. They have started a special day called Buy Nothing Day. They don't want anyone to go shopping on that day.

Buy Nothing Day is on November 29th. It is 25 days before Christmas. At that time, we see ads in newspapers and on TV telling us to“buy，buy, buy!“The idea for Buy Nothing Day started in Vancouver, British Columbia. Now people all over the world celebrate Buy Nothing Day. In California, USA, parents and children get together to read stories, sing songs and paint pictures. The children talk about why they don't need many toys. Last year, in Manchester, England, people dressed up in costurnes to tell people that we buy too much.

In Albuquerque, New Mexico，high school students wanted to tell other students about Buy Nothing Day. They organized a dinner to give people information about Buy Nothing Day. They asked restaurants in the neighbours to donate the food. They put up posters and talked to other students about it. The dinner was a big success, many students liked the idea of this new tradition. This year, they want to have another dinner to tell more people about Buy Nothing Day.
（   ）1. When is Buy Nothing Day?

A．On December 25th.
  B．On November 29th.

C．On November 25th.
  D．On December 29th.

（   ）2. Buy Nothing Day started in       .

A．Vancouver
B．Albuquerque
C．California
D．Manchester

（   ）3. In California, children usually enjoy       on Buy Nothing Day.

A．going shopping for Christmas

B．buying some toys with their parents

C．organizing a dinner for other students

D．reading stories, singing songs and painting pictures

（   ）4. In Albuquerque，high school students organized a dinner to       .

A．help poor people     B．make money on Buy Nothing Day

C．make advertisements for the restaurants

D．let other people learn about Buy Nothing Day

（   ）5. What's the best title for this passage?

A．A Free Dinner
    B．A Big Success

C．Buy Nothing Day
 D．A New Christmas Day
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